Part One Notes
Reading: John 13:33-35
Context: Last supper. Private room. Jesus and his closest friends; disciples who have witnessed so much. Crunch time.
Jesus knows that the end is coming, but disciples oblivious. 
In chapters 13-17, you get the sense of time rushing by; Locking in their minds who exactly he is and what he expects of them. Lots of the famous sayings come from these passages: “I am the true vine; I am the way, the truth and the life”. Out of 21 chapters in John, five are set aside to describe this one meeting!
But Jesus does more than just talk. Washes disciples’ feet. Makes himself a servant. Commands them to love each other “as I have loved you”. 
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
CHANGE SLIDE
· A new command
· Not a new suggestion
· Repeats this command in chapter 15 – very important to him
· A practical expression of love
· Not theoretical
· Not distant
· Up-close, physical, giving
· An act of evangelism
· This sort of love was rare then, and is perhaps rare now.
· Goes beyond the ordinary
So, are love and care the same? No, but I think they are related:
CHANGE SLIDE
CARE = LOVE + ACTION
Simple? Yes! But not easy.  All this talk of up-close, personal, giving love – not very British, is it?
I know a lot of you will say ‘My passport doesn’t say British’ but let me remind you: You attend church in Loughton:
· LBC in the centre of MK, MK in the centre of England, England the central partner in GB.

· an ancient English village which has its own equestrian centre, a 15th century church up the road, and yesterday we served HIGH TEA in the back.
So for the next 3 minutes, for the purposes of this talk, you are all British.
Brits are famously reserved. Don’t like to fall in love without being properly introduced, so we are going to have to give you a bit of help.
CLICK ON
Perhaps moving straight to love is a bit of a leap, but job at LBC is to build the foundations; the communities that lead to friendship; the friendships that lead to deeper love.
Angie is going to talk to you about that later.
CLICK ON
Similarly, me saying ‘take action’ is not much help.
We need to communicate clearly with each other. Find out what the needs are, then we have a chance to take effective action.
We’re going to do a communication activity later as well.
But for now, we thought we’d ask some people to come up and tell you a bit about themselves, some people whose faces may familiar, but you may not know much about them. This way you’ll have more than “hi there” to say next time you’re queuing for a drink with them!
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